SPEECH
MR. HMILL, OF NEW HAMPSHIRE,

On the mation of Mr. Calhoun that the Senate refuse to receive a petition from
the Society of Friends, in the State of Pennsylvania, to abolish Slavery in

the District of Columbia.

IN SENATE, FEBRUARY 12, 1836,

Mr, HILL rose: 1do not, (said he,} object to
‘many of the positions taken by Senators on the ab-
stract question 6f northern interference with sla-
very inthe Scuth. Butl do protest against the
excitement that is attempted on the floor of Con-
gress, to be kept up against the North. I do pro-
test against the array that is made here of the acts
of a few misguided fanatics as the acts of the
whole or of a large portion of the people of the
North. 1 do protest against the countenance that
is here given to the idea that the people of the
North generally are interfering with the rights and
property of the people of the South.

Mr. President, the authors and movers of the
abolition excitement at the North, so far ar I have
been able to identify them, are the zame people
who have 50 often attempted to move on other sub-

ects of political agitation. The older ones might

e traced through most of the excitements, from
the Missouri excitement of 1816, down to the pre-
sent time. Almost the same means have been pur-
sued in this matter that for severzal years were pur-
sued in relation to the stopping of the mails on the
sabbath during and subsequent to the late war,
and to enlist the sympathies of the religious com-
munity in behalf of the “poor Indians,” within the
last few years. 1t is but the sttempt of specula-
ting,, gambling polilicians, to operate on the preju-
dices of the fanatical and the credulous; and it is
done through organized societies, having the fur-
therance of religion for thelr ostensible object.

1t fortunately happens, that never were the peo-
ple of the North so entirely united in opinion on
any exciting subj.ct, as they are on this question.
The good sense of the community has utterly

_prustratecd the fanatical party, so far as relates to
any evils they can effect athome. Nine-tenths of
those who liad for the moment been honestly de-
luded by theartful and the designing, have slready
disclaimed the eonnexion.

The poficy of the friendsto the Union in the
State which I have the honor here, in part, tore-
prezent, had been not te contest the ground with
the zealots who had embarked in a orusade
agaiust slavery in a country where slavery did not

exist. They believed that the zeal of the few fanatics
would sooner tire, if left the entire field to them-
selves, than if a collision was keptup. With all
their efforts, with thousands ef dollars poured in
upon us to aid them, the molcontents made but
few converts. There was no danger from their
operations at home. It was not until the concen-
trated movements of the leaders of the abolition.
ists at the North began to produce alarm in the
Soath, that the people took the business of put-
ting down the agitators seriowsly in hand. Oppo~
sition has made them of more consideration than
they were before—the aitful leaders even now
invite opposition, that they may cry out against
persecution, and enlist more or less of public sym-
pathy; just as the missionaries to the Indians in
Georgia sought to be impriscned, and even re-
fused to be released till they found there was no
longer sympathy left for them. -

There is no course that will better suit the few
Northern fanatics, than the agitation of the ques-
tion of slavery in the halls of Congress—uocthin,
will please them better than the discussions whi
are taking plsce, and a solemn vote of either
branch denying them the right to prefer petitions
here, praying that slavery may be abolished in the
District of Columbia. A denial of that right at
once enables them, and not without coler of truth,
to cry out that the contest going on is ‘“a struggle
between Power and Liberty.”

Believing the intentiens of those who have
moved simultaneously to get up these petitions at
this time, to be mischief, I was glad to see the first
petition'that came in here, laid on the table without
discuseion, and without reference to any commit-
tee, The motion to lay on the table precludes
all debate; and if decided sffirmatively, prevents
agitation, It was with the view of preventing agi-
tation of ‘this subject, that I moved te lay the
second set of petitions on the table.

ferent course; he has interposed a motion whish
opens a debate that may be continued for months.
He has chosen to agitate this question; and he has
presented that question, the decision ¢f which,

A Senater’ -
from the South (Mr. Galhoun) has chosen a difu -
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lot Scnators vote aa they may, will best please the | the darkness of night. “The people, being unable:
agitators who are urging the funatics forward. to find Lim, had his effigy burnt in the public
Thave said the people of the North were more |square, and carried out their triumph by some

united in their opposition to the plans of the advo-
oates of anti-slavery, then on any other subject.—
This opposition is confined to no political party; it
pervades every class of the community. They de-
preeate sl interference with the subject of siave-
ry, beosuse they believe such interference may in-
volve the existence and welfare of the Union it-
s<lf, und because they understand the obligations
which the non-slaveholding States owe to the
slaveholding States by the compact of confedera-
tion. It is the strong desire to perpetuste the
Union; it is the determination which every patri-
otic and virtuous citizen has made, in no event
to sbandon the “ark of our sefety,” that now im-
pels the united North to take its stand against the
sgitators of the anti-slavery project. So effectu-
ally has the strong public sentiment put down
that agitation in New England, that it is now
kept alive only by the power of money, which
the agitators have collected, and apply in the
hiring of agents, and in issues from presses that
are keptin their employ.

To an interior town (Canasn) in the Stute of
New Hampshire, funds were sentto establish a
school to be devoted principally to the instruction
of colored persons thut might be sent there from’
abroad; and an atiempt was made 1o mingle these
colored persons 1s equals, in a community of per-
sons exclusively wiite. This little community
rejected with disdain, a bribe of twenty thousand |
dollars offered them.  They expostulat. d, and en-|
treated those who would force a favorite schieme
of the Aholition Sodlety to desist: finding they
could rid thems:Ives of the nvisance in no other
way, the inhabitunts of the town and vicinity col-
lected en masse; they brought with them some hun-
dred yokes of oxen, and proceeded guictly tore.
nmiove the ecifice in which the colored youth
were 1o be instrusted, to a place where it could
not be used for that purpose. The removal of
the building was justified on the ground that «
large majority of those whe had ercc®d it arigi-
nally for a diiferent purposc, bad a right thes to d.s-
pose of their awn property; and the nuwsance has
since been abated.

It was in the place of my residence, at the cen-
tre of the State, thattheincendiary 'Thompson, who
had been expelled from England for his crimes,
first met such a reception as compeiled him in a
few wecks after to flee the country. He and
other ugitators were known to be in the vicinity;

and a numerous meeting of citizens had just pass.
ed resolutions deprecating all interference on the
subject of slavery in the South and in the District
of Columbia. Thompson made his appearnnce, |
and notified the citizens that he would uddress

1n the space of three hours such aspirit was rois

hundred discharges of artillery.

These two cases are but samples of the deep-
feeling that pervades New Hampshire, indeed, L
believe I may say the whele of New England, on
the subject of the slave sgitation. There are no
luws that can be passed by our Legislitures whichs
will do so much to repress the agitators as widl:
the strong public sentiment that pervades the
country. That sentiment eveu goes further than.
has been known on any other subject; it wouldin
all casesbe sufficiently scathing to the authors of
the mischief it’ it discovered itself in that wither--
ing scorn which few men have the brass to with-
stand, without proceeding to tokens of disappro-
bation, such as the law wili not warrant.

Certain it is, that the South ought to be fully
satisfied with the present disposition of the North.
The Senators from Virginia and South Carolina
(Messrs. Leigh and Calhoun) have mentioned a
clergyman of Mussachusetts—* the first scholar
and writer of the age”—us being the aathor of a
disgrusting and reprehensible pamphlet in favor of
aholition.  Are the Senators not aware thut this
clergyman (Mr. Channing) is the sume person
who wrote and delivered an address laudatory of
the crowned de-pois of Furope at the moment
they had broken down Napoleon and France, when
the latter power was the only barrier between
Grent Bri
States? This production of a Massachusetts clergy«
man is notanindica jon of the sentiment even of the
city of Beston on the slive question.  Probably
Huifof the efficeont aboliionisis in Mew England,
are to he found amorg 2 certsin descrintion of the
ciergy; and those clergymen much of the charac-
ter of thowe who considered it a high offence to
Heaven to pray for the success of the ASmerican
arms during the war with Great Britaia.

The anteslaviry mevement, which brings in
petitious {rom various parts of the country asking

‘Congress to abelish slavery inthe Distriet of Co-

lumbia, originates with u few persons, who have
becn inn the habit of making chariable religious
inatitutions subservient to political purposes, and
who huve even controlled some of those charitable
ageociations. The petitions are set on foot by men
who have hsd,asd who continue to have, influence
with mainisters and relgious teachers of different
denowminations, They have issued and sent out their
circulars calling for & anited effort to press on
Congress the abolition of slavery in this District.
Many of the clergymen who have beer instruments:
of the sgitators, have done so from o bad motive.
Some of them, discovering the purpose of the agi-
tatorse—discorering that their labors were caleula-
ted to make the condition of the slave wosse, and
to create animosity between the people of the
North and the South, have pansed in their course,,

in (then at war with us) eni the United .
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ed as could rot be repressed by thase who desired | and desisted from the further application of a mis-
to see the public peace preserved. The few |taken philanthropy. Others, having enlisted deeply
friends of Thompson were notified that violence | their feelings, still pursue the unprofitable labor.

4 would be dongto his person if he made hisappear-| They present here the names of inconsiderate :
ance. A large collection of people wentto the|men and wemen, many of whem do not know, /
place where he was supposed to be: he had fled,| when they subscribe their papers, what they are
disguised, as was said, in female attire, and under | asking; and others of whom, placing implicit fuith .
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i them on the subject of slavery the next night.
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i their religious teacher, are taught to believe
“they are thereby doing a work of disinterested be.
nevolence, which will be requited by rewards in
a futare life.

It is to the esprif Je covps that has been moved
-of late years in whole religious bodies, directing
benevolence away from home to distant objects—
‘it i8 to the concentration of religieus effort, some-

times to useful and salutary objects, but often to
-objects altogether impracticable, that we may at-
tribute the present sbolition movements. These
movements, [ donot doubt, are spurred on, if not
-secretly instigated, by those who have political ob-
jects to be cffecied by them. Never were men
more mistaken than are that portion of the clergy
in the Northern States who liave embarked in this
undertaking. At first these clergymen weve
countenancd by a portion of the people who had
beenaccustomed to be guided by their teaching;
but within the lust six months, nine-tenths of even
these have leitthem; and as in other cases of un-
wise and improvident projects, the leaders are
{eft nearly destitute of followers.

Within a few days I have received through the
mail an abolition pamphlet purporting to be the
“first annual report of the Maine Anti-Slavery So-

-ciety, held in Brunswick, October 23, 1835. 0Of
-eighteen resolutions pasced by this saciety, 1 find
that fifteen were made by geritlemen wearing the
title of Heverend, and only three made by lay-
aen, A resolution moved by one clergyman de-
«clares shat ¢ all Chiistian churches and ministers
have somethingto do with it,”” (the abolition of
alavery) as a “ great moral question.” A second,
by another clergyman, declires that slavery is
alike inconsistent with both natural and revealed
religion,” and “can never be defended or ex-
cused.” A third resolution, moved by another
«clergyman, tauntingly declares - that “ we have
&bergled as many slaves as our opponents have
educated.”  The last resolution, passed on motion
of a deacon of a church, declares the society will
attempt 1o raise two thousand dollars for the laud-
able purpose of keeping up the excitement anoth-
er year in that State where slavery does not ex-
ist.  The Iast act is a prayer offered by one of the
Heverends for the * blessing of God on the efforts”
of the society, which then adjourned without
day!

Now, sir, as much as [ abhor the doings of weak
or wicked men who are moving this abolition
question at the North, I yet have not as bad opin-
iom of them 23 I have of some others who sare at-
tempting to make of these puerile proceedings sn
-object of alarm to the whole South.

Of all the vehicles, tracts, pamphlets, and
newspapers, printed and circulated by the aboli-
tionists, there is no ten or twenty of them that
have contributed so much to the excitement as a
single newspaper printed in this city. I need not
name thi paper wien 1 inform you that for the last
five years it has been laboring to produce a north-
ern snd a southern party—to fan the flame of sec-
tional prejudice—io open wider the breach, to
drive harder the wedge, which shall divide the
North from the South. Itis the newspaper which
in 1831-2, strove to create that state of things in
relation to the tariff which would produce inevita-
ble collision between the two sections of the coun-

try, and which urged to that erisis in Seuth Care-
lina, terminating in her deep divgrace—— :

[M:. Calhoun here interrupted Mr. Hill, an
callad him to order, Mr. H. took his seat, and Mr.
Hubbard (being in the chair) decided that the
remarks of Mr. H. did not impugn the motives of
any man —they were only descriptive of the effects
of certain proceedings upon the State of South
Carolina, and that he was not out of order.)

Mr. H. resumed. Itis the newspaper which
condemns or ridicules the weil-meait efforts of an
officer of the Government to stop the circulation
of incendisry pablications in the slaveholding
States, and which designedly magnifies the nom-
ber and the efforts of the northern abolitionists.
Tt is the newspaper, which libels the whole Nosgh
by representing the slmost uinfed people of that
region to be insincere in their efforts to prevent the
mischief of a few fanatical and misguided persons
who are engaged in the abolition cause.

I have before me a copy of this newspaper (the
United States Telegraph) filled te the brim with
the exciting subject. It contains among other
things a speech of an honorable Senator, (Mr.
Leigh of Virginia,) which I shall not be sarprised
soon to learn has been issued by thousands and
tens of thousands from the abolitiun mint at New
York, for circulation in the South. Surely
the honorable Senator’s specch contained that
part of tha Channing pamphlet, most likely tomove
the southern slaves to a servile wur, at the same
time the Chamning extracts and the speech itself
are most admirably calculated to awaken the fears
or arouse the ind.gnation of their masters. The
circulation of such a speech will effect the ohject
of the abolitonists without trenehing upon their
funds. et the agitation be kept up in Cougress,
and let this nawspaper be exrensively circulated
in the South, filled with such speeches and such
extracts as this exhibits, and 1ttle will be left for
the northern abolitionists to do. They reed do
no more than send ia their petitions: the late prin-
ter of the Senate and his friends in Cougress, will
create cnough of excitement to effect every ob-
ject of those who direct the movements of the
abolitionists.

Within a few days there has been intreduced
into this body a lusus nalure, an animal with
two heads, in the shape of a report, laboring to
prove that Congress has no right to pass laws
which shall prevent the circulation, through the
mail, of incendiary publications, and, at the same
time, presenting a bill for the sanction of the Se-
nate, which makes it a crime for the officers of
the post office to suffer these publications to pass
through their offices, This report, this menster,
whose paternity is disavowed by 2 majority of the
committee which creates it, comes to usin such a
“questionable shape,” that T will speak of it.
Had it not become a habit of this body to yield
much to courtesy, to certain Senators of the ma-
jority, T would say, that the menster comes here
entirely out of order. It is, however, so great a

favorite, that while the Senate can order no more
than three thousand extra copies of a message of
the President of the United States, highly interest-
ing to the people of the country at the moment,

fize thousand extra copies are instantly ordered of
this document, disavowed and disclaimed by a ma~
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ority of the committee reporting it! The print-
ing of these five thousund copies, if Senators will
circulate and frank them, will save the Abolition
Society at New York the expense of furnishing
and those who receive them, the expense of post-
age. A better document for the agitaters could
not go forth, than this same two-headed monster.
If the bill should become a law, before the report
is circulated, the poor postmasters, through whose
hands it shall pass, may consider it of little advan-
tage to them, that they are of the forty thousand
“¢ parasites of Executive power,”” whose names are
printed in the Blue Book, The chairman of the
commitiee, (Mr. Calhoun,) will find bis last bili
much more effectual, indriving postmasters out of
office, than any bill he can devise, to protect men
in office from responsibility to the Chief Magis-
trate of the United States. It will look well for
this body to pass & law punishing pestmesters for
suffering that to go through the mail, which Se-
nators themselves introduce to be read in this
body, and circulated through the country in their
speeches!

The honorable Senator from South Carolina
{Mr. Calioun) has introduced a certain newspa-
per, published ar Utica, in the State of New York,
favoring the abolition cause.  This newspaper he
states as recommending certain candidates (Mar-
tin Van Buren and Richard M. Johnson) for Presi-
dent and Vice President. He did not inform us
whether the newspaper was printed last month or
last year; nor did he inform us that the array of
Presidential cardidates was intended 1o be & most
gross impesition upon the people of the South.
The authors of that newspaper, [ do not doubt,
sent it here to be used for the precise purpose it

- dias been used: they place! the names of Van Bu-
ren and Johnson at the bhead of their columns,
knowing that they might injure them more eff-c-
tually by seeming to be their friends than by
_openly opposing them. The authors and abettors
of that newspaper sre known, and they are known
10'be not less decided enemies to the candidates
marmed, than the Senator from South Carolina him-
self.  Since the Senator has chosen to cast the re.
proach on the friends of the nominations of Van Bu-
ren and Johnson of being fuvorable to the abolition
cause-—a reproach that is not less unjust than indi-
cative of the trne cause of the detérmination to
fllscuss this abolition question in Congress—I will
inform that Senator,and the whole South, that, in
the State of New Hampshire, there is not, withia
the compass of my knowledge, a solitiry indivi.
:dual, in favor of the nominations alluded to, who
18 notas decidedly opposed to the present abettors
of the anti-slavery cause in New England. The
prinary meetings prepuaratory to the annual elec-
1100 are now being held in that State.  Ever since
1829, the opposition of every name has been
beaten at each election; and it so happens that,
for the coming election, they have not as yet
chozen to offer us battle—they show no symp-
Yoms, eirher of organization or cencentration.

The Hillsborough Council district, being about
o fifth of the State, held its convention on the
7th day of January. ‘I'his district has steadily ad-
hered to the principles of the democratic party,
through evil report, and through good report,
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from the commencement of Jefferson’s adminis:
tration to the present moment. Eighty delegates,
coming from nearly every township of the district,
and elected by the citizens of the several towns,
attended this convention, These delegates unani-
mously passed resolutions, approving the nomina-
tions of Van Buren and Johnsun, and they unani-
mously passed the three following resolutions:

“‘Resolved, That the relation of master and slave
is 2 matter exclusively within the regulation:of the
States In which it exists, and that any interference
by the inbabitants of other States in regard to it,
is not only unauthorized: and intrusive, but faith-
lessand dishonorable as being against the letter
and spirit of the sacred compact which binds us
together.

¢« Resolved, That those who promote inflammatory
discussions, and are guilty of disseminating among
the slaves of the south, publications the tendency
of which is te excite insurrection, are regarded by
us as persons prompted by the most reckless wick-
edress, or by an insane fanaticism fully as mischie-
veus in its consequences.

“Resolved, That we advert with the deepest re-
gret to the tact that some individuals of the cleni-
cal order in this State, have made their pulpits the
source of exciting appeals, and virnlent denuncia-
tions on the subject of slavery; that we consider
all interference from the sacred desk, in political
questions, as aside from the sphere of the duties
of clergymens and that we view those c'ergymen
who countenance th:e proceedings of the abolition-
ists, and indulge in such appeals and denuncia~
tions as pursuing a course hiostile to our Union,
and to the cause of civil liberty, and coutrary to
the true spirit of the Gospel of Peace.”

tafford county Convention, of more than sixty
delegates from ahout thirty townships, on the 18th
of January, unanimously passed a resolution in fa-
vor of the same caadidates for President and Vice
President, and the fullowing:

¢ Resolved, That we haveno fellowship whatever
with northern Abolitionists—a set of deluded indi--
viduals, deserving rather of pity than contempt.”

Grafton and Coos Convention, on the S7th of
January, w.th about the same number of dele-
gates, approved the same nominations, and unan-
imousty :

“ Resolved, That anti-slavery, as acted eut by
its present supporters, is fit employment only for
such as have no business of their own, aud wish te:
interfere with the affiirs of their neighbors.
Should its sdvocates expect to ride into olice by
practising such wild delusion, they will er: long
discover their mistake.”

Sullivan ceunty, (a part of the old Cheshire
Council district,) on the 20th of January, by dele-
gates from nearly every towaship, unanimously
declares for the sume Presidential candidates, and
passes the following preamble and resolutions:

““Whereas, much excitement hss prevailed in
this State, in relation to the existence of slavery in
the southern portion of the Union: And whereas,
in"the opinion of this Convention, the constitution
of the United States reszrves to the slave-holding

States the original right to the exclusive control of’

the servile portion of their population: And where-
as, the present excitement in the northern States,
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got up by fanaticism and morbid philanthropy, and
based upon an ignorance of the true condition of
the slave, the character of the master, and of the
relative rights and duties of the several members
of the confederacy, has been seized upon by
wicked and corrupt men, with a view to divide the
democracy of the North and South, and sever the
uniofi of the States: And whereas, in our belief,
the course of the abolitionists, if persisted in, will
lead to a dissolution of the confederacy and its at-
tendant calamities, a servile and civil war: There-
fore,

“ Resolved, That we view every Abolitionist as an
enemy to his country, to the union of the States,
and the integrity of the democratic party.

¢ Resolved, Thatit is the duty of the democracy
to discountenance and check, by all proper means,
the proszcution of the plans and schemes of the
Abotitionists.

¢ Resolved, That if Congress pessess the consti-
tational power, itvis inexpedient to abolish slavery
in the District of Columbia.”

Rockingham district, by delegates from its seve-
ral towns, on the 28th January, passed the follow-
ing resolution, in addition to resolutions in favor of
Martin Van Buren and Richard M. Jolinson:

“ Resolved, 'That we view with deep concern and
regret, the recent exertions of a few fanatics to
disturb the harmony and peace of the Union, by
their unconstitutional and jllegal attack upon the
rights and independence of the other States, by
an unjustifiable interference with their domestic
institutions of “slavery.””

At another collection of democratic citi
friends ofthe administration, from fourteen differ-
ent towns in another part of the State, met for
the purpose of celebrating the glorious eighth of
January, besides other strong indications in tossts
in disapprobation of a certain abolition teacher
under foreign pay, who had sccompanied the ren-
egade Thompson, in his futile attempts to hold
meetings, the fullowing resolution was unanimous-

Jy passad.

« Fesolved, That we view withthe highest disap-
probation, the avowed priuciples of certain indi-
viduals of the abslition and nulilifiention parties;
that the violeat docirines of the first serve only
to irritate the feclings, but not convince the con-
science of the mnaster, and cousequently to in-
crease the severity, but notto ameliorate the con-
dition of the slave: that the latier party is now
only sustained and held together by the fanatical
proceedings of the former—both openly avowing
their readiness for the dissolution of the ('nion,thus
proving themselves to be twin sisters, and close-
ly allicd to their unholy progenitor, the infamous
Hartford Convention.”

stiil furtiier, Mr. President, thereis a town of
New Hampshire, (Barnstead,) which has given
at both of the last elections a wajority of more
than three hundred for electors, friendly to An-
drew Jackson, out of less than four hundred votes
cast. That town, at a meeting of its democratic
citizeus on the 9th of January, passed resolutions

unarimously approving of the nominations before
named, and also the following:

« Resolved, That those foreign emmissaries and
Jomestic fanatics, who profess so much sympathy

for the poor blacks, by their pathetic appeals to
our brethren of the south, on the subject of slave-
ry, are sapping the fourdation of our liberty and
would gladly sever our happy Union.

“ Resolved, That all legal measures for the sup-
pression of unconstitational interference by agents
or incendiary publications among seuthern slaves,
will meet eur entire approbation.

“ Resolved, That what we most abhor among
abolitionits, is their attempts to introduce the
blacks into the society of whites, having even
dared admit them as fit associates and companions
of our youth in schools, and demestic intercourse;
may all such meet the fate of the Capaan Acade-.
my.
“ Resolved, That we despise no human being
for the form of his featyres, or the color of his:
skin, but in cur opinion of the African race, their
intellect is too feeble, their passions too strong,
and their dispositions too irritable to encourage
their immediate emancipation in this country.

“ Resolved, That we. deplore the existence of
slavery and the slave trade, yet we do not claim
all the morals nor all the religion in the country;
but though the evil does not exist in our own
Siate, we set so high a value upon our Unien'as to
concede to the s:veral States their Coxsrirorion-
ax Ricuts, feaving them to manage their own in-
ternal affairs and regulate their own morals.”

These resnlutions are from a community of
respectable and intelligent farmers, as hardy as
the fuce of the granite hills they inhabit, as ready
to take up arms in their country’s defence as they
are to vote down the men of any parly who take
ground against that country—from a community
who have not sufficient contention among them-
selves to give support and business to a single
viliage lawyer. .

The intelligent yeomanry who passed those
plain, common-sense resolutions, understand what
duties the people owe to each other, and to the
States of this Unicn, quite 33 well as those who
split hairs an carcy ona labored argument at
cither end of the capitol, to prove that Congress
has not a right to interfere with slavery in the
District of Columbia.  On th= one hand, a gontle-
man, (Mr. Leigh of Va,) is applauded for his
most conclusive speech, proving beyond a deubt,
that Congress cannot legislate on the subject of sla-
very; and in a trice,another learned und able gentle-
man, (Mr. Hoar of Muss ,)inanother hall, is compli-
mented, perhaps by the same persons, who equally
admire the talents and the principles ofboth speak-
ers, with having demonstrated beyond all question,
that Congress has a right to abolish slavery in this
District! Both the gentiernen belong toa party that
canagrez to disagree, whenever and wherever it
may be necessary. The object now is to keep the
ball of centention moving between the North and
the South; and no vther course the two gentle-
men can take will so effectually encourage the abo-
litionists on the one side,and areuse the slave-hold-
er on the other. The people are aroused—the

seeds of disunion are strewed in new ground—
an inveterate sectioral distrust takes deeper root;
and our congressional orators obtain a high reputa-
tion with 21l such as would make our Coeustitution
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anean anything er nothing.¥ They are little less
than “God-like” in their masterly expositions of]
the Constitution; an instrument so plain to com-
‘mont sense, before they had tonched it,that he who
runs may read, and rightly understand!

Besides the strong and unanimous expressions
by public meetings of friends of the Administra-
tion, I have numerous letters from New Hampshire
declaring the public sentiment. One letter says:

¢ Abnlition here is at its lowest possible ebb.
Not a dog attempts to move his tongue. I can
tecollect no political question that has ever been
before the people, that has becn so completely
put down. All parties, classes, ages and sexes,
hold the abolitionists in the most utter contempt.
Y observe that it is ins'nuated by certain politi-
«cians in Congress, that these professions of the
people of the non-slaveholding States are not sin-
cere—that they dare not toe the mark, Now let
those gentlemen come here, and they will find a
people as hostile to Jisturbing the slave question
as the people of the slavchelding States can pos-
sibly be. Our people consider this a question
about which they have nothing to do, other than
as a member of the Confederacy, to contend that
the just rights of each and every State shall be
guarantied to them; and I am of opinion that
Congress bave no more right to interfere with
slavery in the District of Columbia, than they have
w any of the States.”

Another letter says:

“The leading feature on which the times hinge,
{to use one of Lord Castlereagh’s metaphors,)
seemsto be adesign of the nullifiers and opposition
men of all sorts to agitate the slavery question, in
order to produce a sectional division on the Pre-
.aédemiul election, and, it would appear, with a de-
sign, in some of them, eventually to produce a
<issolution of the Union. "There is nothing that
<could so effectnslly conduce to that end as a dis-
regard in the south of all the efforts of the friends
of the country at the norly, to preserve in their
integrity southern rights. The attempt to excite
the feelings of the south, in order to induce them
to contend against and put down the democracy of
the north, is so base that it cannot be spoken of
except with feelings of indignation. * ® *

“The democracy of the north are strenuously
contending for the rights of the south.  What can
so effectually discourage them in their exertions
s for the south to disregard all their efforts, and
not only so, but to repay them with injury and
contumely? Tosay that a mun belongs to the demo-
eratic party, and is an abolitionist, is in New Hamp-
shire a contradiction in terms. 1f a person should
avow himself an abolitionist, we should read him
out of our political church, and turn him over to
Arthur Tappan and the wullifiers.  But there
would be no necessity for this, for if, perchance, a
person becomes tainted with abolitionism, he at
once leaves the democratic party. Thereis no
one sentiment in which our party in this State are
so thoroughly united as in detestation of sbolition
and of the proceedings of the abolitionists, There
is no exception within my knowledge.”

The session of Congress two years ago will be
long remembered as the panic session. We have

had repeated attempts to create panics, and I

consider the present efforts to create an excite-
ment on the subject of the slave question as one
of them. I de not believe the agitators of the
Nortih would here present themselves wi'h nume-
rous petitions for abolishing slavery in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, if they did not feel assured that
southern men in Congress would lend their ef-
forts to agitate the question. On the 4th of March,
two years ago, while certain famed resolutions, af-
terwards passed by the Senate, were under de-
bate, I called the attention of the Senate to the
various excitements which had been moved for
political effect, and I then mude use of the follow-
ng language:

¢ Another subject more recently moved by the
agitators, is the slave question. Accordingly,
we find the agitators at the public meetings in South
Cnrolina declaring 1o their follswers, on public oc-
crsions, that there is a deliberafe design n the
part of the people of the North, lo drive the
whole white population out of that country, to
annihilate their property and destroy their pros-
perity.*  The agitators of the North being, in
nine cases out of ten, the same persons who have
labored o zealously in the Indian agitation; these
persons reduced to almost nothing in point of
numbers and influence, by the unmasking of their
hypocrisy, act in perfect concert with the agita-
tors of the South. They attempt to give color to
their complaints, by calling meetings and deli-
vering inflammatory addresses in various pla-
ces; and they are attempting to operate on
Congress by fac simile petitions in varions parts,
asking that slavery may be abolished in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. Of these agitators it suffices
to say, that in the whole North not one intelligent
man in twenty will join their standard. The
South has nothing to fear from their efforts, but
in the effect they may have at a distance. These
efforts are made to produce that distant effect,
and they are every where formed against a gene-
ral expression of scorn from the real friends of the
Union.”

Without intimating in the $enate that I had in
view any particular individuals when these words
were spoken two years ago, Iclaim the merit of
baving then predicted precisely the course that
has been taken on this abolition question, I now
see in both branches ef Congress an apparent de-
sire to magnify this subject—to keep the ball of
contention in motion. From what quarter this
intention comes, let the records of Congress speak.

The book of Doctor Channing has been intro-
duced into the Senate. Ifthe Doctor had written
his book for gain, he could desire nothing better
than this—he will now seil ten books where he
would not otherwise have sold one. In my mind
it is a doubtful question, whether it be more rep-
rehensible to write such a book or to read it in the
Senate of the United States. The Doctor’s mo-
tive might have been good in the one case, and
the Senator’s motire might have been praiseworthy:
in the other. T cenfess 1 was shocked at the in-
fatuation or the folly which would prompt any

® The allusion here was to a speeeh reported
by the newspapers to have been made by Mr.
Calhioun, in South Carolina.

v
H
'
i
13
i




7

man to delberately write what was here read; and
if the direct effect of reading those extracts wasa to
spread before the people of the South doctrines
the most odious and disgusting—if the effect of
spreading the nauseous paragraphs in that region
be toexcrte the colored population te mutiny and
murder—if the effect be to fun higher the flame
of disunion, let those only be responsible on whom
the blame lies. Doctor Channing’s book is con-
demned by nineteen in every twenty intelligent
eitizens of the North, asis the agitation of the
slavery question in Congress.

The present agitation in the North, is kept up by
the application of money—it is a state of things alto-
gether forced, Aexxts are mimen, disguised in
the character of ministers of the Gospel, to
preach abolition of slavery, where slavery does not
exist; and presses are kept in constant employ-
ment, to-scatter abolition publications through the
country. Deny theright of petition to the mis-
guided men and women who are induced from
no bad motive to petition for the abolition of sla-
very in the District of Columbia, and you do more
10 increase their numbers, than will thous:nds of]
dollars paid to the emissaries, who traverse the
country to distribute abolition tracts, and to spread
abolition doctrines. Continue to debate abolition
in either branch of Congress, and you more ef.
fectually subserve the incendiary views of the
movers of abolition, than any thing they can do for
themselves. 1t may suit those wlio have been dis-

the mail, but ke did not kinow from what quarter
it come.

Mr. C. here handed to the Secretary a news-
paper containing an article impugning a state~
ment made¢ by Mr. P1eacx of New Hampshire in
the House of Representatives, as to the number of
abolitionists in his State, with severe strictutes on
the state of slavery in the South, said article stat-
ing that & great number of petitions in favor of the
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia
would be forwarded to Congress from New Hamp-
shire.

The paper having been read,

Mr. HILL inquired the title of it.

The SECRETARY answered, “ The Hersld of
Freedom,” published at Concord, New Hamp~
shire.

Mr. H. said he was aware such a paper was
there printed, and it was upon the sufferance of
an enlightened community who adopted and prac-
tised the doctrine of Mr. Jefferson, that “error
of opinion may be tolerated where reason is left
free to combat it,””  This paper was there printed,
but it could not be said to be there circulateds
those engaged in it were ashamed to circulate it
in i's own neighborhood. It was especially in
tended for a foreign market, and was supported:
from foreign funds and from distant contribu~
tions: whether derived from South Carclina or
from some other quarter, fothers knew better
than he did. A friend who had been grossly

appointed in all their poltitical projects, to try
what this subject of abolition will now avail them.
Such men will be likely to find in the end, that
the people have too strong attachment for that
happy Union, to which we owe all our prosperity

and happiness, to be thrown from their propriety m]

every agitating blast which may be blown across
the land.

Mr. CALHOUN said, the Senntor from Ncw;‘t:vi-:icmce that
Hampshire coud net expect him to reply tolfor abolition'sta.

him.  Thut Senstor had availed himself of the
position he occupied on that floor to inculge
very freely in asssiling the motives of oth-
ers. He was perswaded that no Senator, who
had any respeet for himself, would stoep to
notice any thing of this cheracter which had f':zil»’
en from hicv.  For himself, he would a3 scon
condescend to notice the mendacious snd filthy
columns of the Globe, as to notice the genersl ré-
marks of the Senator trum New Hampshire. That
Senator had, however, stated what purported to
be a fact, that the abolition excitement in New
Hampshire was entirely extinct. But here wag a
statement of facks in relution to what that rentle-
man said of die ubolition question in New I~ —p-
shire; it was found in a pubication coming .m
one of the incendiary publications in that $iate,
and he would lay it before the Senste, in order
that it might judge for itself. He would not in-
stitute a_comparison between the relative degree
of veracity in the statement contained in this pa-
per and the one made by the Senator from New
Hampshire. He would lay the puaper before tha
Senute, in erder that it might judge of the truth|
as to the abolition spiiitin New Hampshire. 1t

abused in the same paper, (said Mr. H.) had sent
him & single number, not that which hadt just been
read by the Secretary, as requested by the Sena-
tor rom Southi Carolina, and this was the only
number of the Herall hie had seen at Washing-
ton; this number contained a speech of the same
thongranle Seznator on the subject of abolition,
I whicti was published without comment, and was
thut such speeches wers the best matter
He thought the Senate was
well employed lstening to the reading of dis-
gusting extracts here, for the parpose of impugn-
ing the statements of a member of tie House of
Representatives, who could not be presint to de-
fend himnself.  That representative [Mr. Fierce, of
N, Humpshire,] was enpable of defending himself
in this or any other theatre, even aguinst the
Senntor from South Carsling, who has caused the
disgusting exhibition of reading the exteacts,

The petitions spoken of in that paper do pot
correctly represent the stute of public feeling in
New Hampshire. They were, so fir as he had
information, signed in Most instrices by women
and children, msuy of whom were utterly igno-
rant of the intent of sending them here.  No pe-
tition from that State had been vet presentedy
when they are presented, it may be in'better time
to magnify their importance. The Seuator from
South Carolina seems anxious to mike the num-
bar large; in this auxiety be hut verifies what he
(Mr. H.) had stated to be the ubject of keeping
up the excitement on the floor of Congreas.

Mr. H. said he had nothing to say asto the
standing of the Senator from Souuth Carolina om
this fluor; he believed each and every Senator

was a paper that had been sent to him throughistood here oa the ground of perfect equakty
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The taunting remark of the Senator relative to
himself, applied not to him, but to his constitu-
-ents, to the treemen who sent him here, and
who were not to be disparaged for intelligence and
patriotism by any invidious comparison with the
constituents of the Senator from Carolina. One
thing he would say, sud that was, that great as
were the disgust and contempt feit by the Senator
from South Carolina for him, they could not ex-
ceed the contempt and: disgust felt for that Sena-
tor by himself, by his constituents, and by the
People of the North.

Mr. HUBBARD (who was in the Chair) asked
the indulgence of the Senate to submit a few re-
marks. He felt as if an apology was due from him
to the Senate, for not having checked the reading
of the paragraphs from the newspaper which had
Jjust been read by the Secretary. He was wholly
ignorant of the contents of the paper, and could
not have anticipated the purport of the article
which the Senator from Carolina had request-
ed the Secretary to read. He understood the

Senator to say, that he wished the paper‘t’vo‘bew -

read, to show that the stafement made by the Sena-
tor from New Hampshire as to the feelings and"
sentiments of the eople of that State, upon the
subject of the abolition of slavery, were not cor-
rect. It certainly Would have been out of srder
for any Senator to have slluded to the remarks
made by a member of the House of Representa-
tives in debate—and, in his judgment, it was
equally out of order to permit paragraphs from a
newspaper to be read in the Senate, which went
to impugn the course of any member of the other
House; and he should not have permitted the pa-
per to have been read, without the direction of the
Senate, if he had been aware of the character of
the article.

Mr. CALHOUN said he was entitled to the
ﬂ(t)‘or, and objected to being interrupted by the
Chair,

Mr. HUBBARD replied, he .had said ¥Fall
he wished to say. The Senator was entitled to
the floor, and could proceed if he wished.
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